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SWODA Season Opener a

With the dive season still a few months away, you
you think that the club has been fairly quiet. This
couldn't be farther from the truth. Club members
have been quite active this winter, getting their fill
of warm (and sometimes cold) water diving. Some
of us are still washing the salt off our gear from a
very successful trip to the island of Roatan,
Honduras. With beautiful, healthy coral formations,
and one specatular wall dive after another, | know
Roatan is an island | will definitely return to. We
also had members who decided to try their hand here
back home, in the St. Clair River at 34°F. If you told
us that we were a bit crazy, | don't think | can
argue. A pool night in February had an excellent
turnout, so much so that we will be doing another
one shortly. If the dive season matches the pace of
the diving that's already been going on, then I'd say
that 2010 is shaping up to be quite the excellent year.

Nic Chalmers, SWODA President

Our season opener is going to be held at the
Sherkston Quarry. Most SWODA divers made a
weekend out of it last year and enjoyed dives in the
quarry and in Welland Canal on the Saturday.

The actual opening dive is on the Sunday at 11:00
but we are hoping you and your family will join us
for the weekend for some diving, fun and relaxation.

Sherkston Shores are reserving Evergreen Village
so we can all have trailers in close proximity to one
another ...what awesome trailer trash we will be!!!

The Deluxe trailer is available for $249

The Standard trailer is available for $229

The Economy trailer is available for $209
This is for Friday to Monday and includes your $10
quarry fee.
For those that choose to bring your own trailer, sites
are available from $85 to $105.

Unfortunately the Aquatics Manager has changed
this year and they no longer have a operating dive
shop. The Sherkston staff has hired a qualified
person to be onsite Saturday and Sunday to fill tanks
as needed.

We also will still have use of the barbeque and
patio for our pot luck barbeque on Sunday. The food
last year was yummy and calorie free. Looking
forward to all the delicious goodness coming our
way. Hope to see everyone there and looking
forward to meeting new members of SWODA.
Members must make their own reservations by
calling Sherkston Shores at 1-877-482-3224
Remember to tell them SWODA sent you so that you
are with the group.

P.S. If you have any questions, you can call Holly at
519-200-3946

Next Events: Sign-Up Night March 22nd; Pool Night March 24th
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Dive With Mar ! April 24 & 26"

Off To America's Premier Wreck Diving Destination The
warm, clear waters of North Carolina offers some fantastic opportunities for scuba
divers of all skill levels. Readers of "Rodale’s Scuba Diving Magazine" rated
Morehead City as one of North America's Best diving locations. The area was
recognized as offering North America’s Best Wreck Diving and Best Big Animal
Encounters. Additionally, Morehead City, North Carolina was ranked #3 Best
Advanced Diving, #3 Best Overall Destination and #5 in the Healthiest Marine
Environment categories. Dive in to the pages in this web site and discover the World
Class scuba diving adventures awaiting you in North Carolina. Olympus Dive
Center has enjoyed a ""Top Five™ or better placement in the Rodale's Readers
Choice Awards for seven of the last eight years. We'd like to thank every one of our

patrons for your support in these reader surveys.
Owr Boat!! The Adventure

They have 3 boats and the big boat = booked so0 we have that one that
can hold 18 divers!l Great ocean boats with greaot loadders!

Newsletter submissions may be e-mailed to:
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British Columbia’s capital city, Victoria enjoys a
picturesque setting on Vancouver Island and experiences
Canada’s most temperate climate making it an ideal
destination for a winter dive trip. In February mild
temperatures welcome Cherry blossoms and
Rhododendrons. Diving is intensely popular here too and
Victoria boasts at least ten well known shore dives within
30 minutes of downtown. Add to that several full service
dive stores, charter operators, clubs and detailed guide
books and you have a divers’ paradise.

I made this trip to visit a non-diving friend and so
before | went | spent some time on ScubaBoard and

Plumose Anemone

Facebook and was able to connect with several local
divers who were gracious and enthusiastic hosts. Tony, a
naval Petty Officer, said of diving in Victoria, “If you
aren’t making two dives a week, then you are doing
something wrong.” The waters about Victoria are now
known as the Salish Sea, which includes Puget Sound,
Juan de Fuca Straight and the Straight of Georgia.
Victoria itself is on the Saanich Peninsula of VVancouver
Island that is set apart from the rest of the island by
Saanich Inlet. Our first dive was a glorious wall dive to
130 at Willis Point on the inlet. Divers favour the inlet
because no matter the weather you can almost always
dive here. We followed this up with a night dive at Saxe
Point, which is right in the metropolitan area.

Ogden Point is billed as Canada’s best shore dive
and having made a pair of dives there with my buddy
Michael | am not prepared to dispute the fact. Diving is
from a long breakwater that makes for easy entry and

Wolf Eels (female in rear)

exit. There is ample parking and an on-site dive shop,
including a restaurant. Sealife is abundant here and the
water clarity was excellent. The day’s highlight was the
discovery of the den of a mated pair of Wolf Eels. These
rich waters are home to a great variety of anemones,
nudibranchs, crabs and fish, and you will often catch a
glimpse of marine mammals as well.

As great as the shore diving was | wanted to get out
on the water surrounding the Gulf Islands and so | spent a
couple of days diving from Chemainus, about an hour
north of Victoria. My guide and buddy was Peter
Luckham, owner of 49" Parallel Diving on Thetis Island.
Peter is responsible for one of the most unique artificial
reefs to be found anywhere having sunk a Boeing 737 in
2006 in cooperation with the Artificial Reef Society of
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Morning view on the way to dive site!

BC. What a privilege it was to dive this site with its
creator. In just a few short years the aircraft has become
home to a dazzling array of life including colonies of
Plumose Anemone and Feather Stars. This YouTube link
chronicles our dive.

Peter must have judged my skills to be up for some
adventure as on our second day of diving we took his
small boat out to dive in the Porlier Pass, which is a
narrow waterway between two islands and as such is
subject to strong tidal currents. The trick is to dive either
side of the slack when the tide changes direction from ebb
to flood. Peter led this with military precision, tide tables
in hand as we dropped precisely on time. Our first task
was to further secure the anchor so that we had a boat to
return to and then away we went. Due to the rushing
volumes of water this site is super-abundant. At first |
thought | saw a lot of Brittle Stars on the grey rocks but

Newsletter submissions may be e-mailed to:
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closer examination proved that | could not see any rock at
all just thousands of stars. The highlight of this dive came
at the end when we had a rare daylight encounter with a
Giant Pacific Octopus that expressed an interest in our
anchor. We were able to spend some time with this lively
creature until the tide dictated that we leave.

This was my first taste of diving in BC and | have
barely scratched the surface as there are wonderful
opportunities all over the extensive coast line. I’ll be
heading back and I would be glad to help set up a trip for
interested SWODA members. If this has piqued your
interest let me know.

Don Gordon, nod.gordon@rogers.com
All users are required to sign a standard release of liability in order to participate in Club SWODA dive activities.
A copy of the release may be obtained from the executive for your review.
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Dr. Sylvia Earle’s new book declares that conservation is
promoting the wrong colour

In her latest book, The World Is Blue, famed
oceanographer Dr. Sylvia Earle makes a passionate and
methodical argument for conserving the world’s oceans —
not as one more item to be added to an ecological wish list,
but as an issue that needs to be at the top of that list. The
oceans need our undivided attention as it is these life-
giving bodies of water that impact, regulate, and govern the
environmental processes on land and in the air on which
we depend.

“Even if you never have a chance to see or touch the ocean, the
ocean touches you with every breath you take, every drop of
water you drink, every bite you consume. Everyone, everywhere
is inextricably connected to and utterly dependent upon the
existence of the sea.”

At a time when going “green” is both necessary and trendy,
Earle takes nothing away from our current terrestrial focus,
but makes the strong case that the health of the oceans —
the “blue” that makes up over 80% of the earth’s surface —
must be of equal, if not primary, concern. Using facts
gleamed from recognized scientific research and
anecdotes from personal experience and those of other
oceanographers, scientists and conservationists, she
weaves a complex tapestry of interdependent marine
processes that give us the majority of our air, the source of
our weather, and the greatest diversity of life on the planet.
But it is a fabric that is being torn to shreds through our
historically misplaced belief that the ocean is ours for the
t a k [ n g

Earle takes you through the current state of the ocean step
by step. First, she examines the taking of ocean wildlife,
from mammals to fish to shellfish, and our belief in the
ocean’s limitless bounty as personified in the concept of
Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) — which drove much of
our fishery management policies since the 1930s by
assuming that a sealife population, when heavily fished, will
respond with maximum reproductive efficiency, thereby
producing a surplus that will sustain the population. Great
plan, but no one remembered to tell the fish, and so, by the
mid-70’s, MSY was unsustainable as were many
commercial fisheries as a result.

From there the book takes the reader through the other
major issues threatening the seas today. Plastics and their
consequences on sealife and fundamental chemical
processes in the ocean; the loss of biodiversity — from
minute phytoplankton to some of the ocean’'s largest
animals; drilling, mining, and shipping; and the
controversial topic of today: climate change.

As a former chief scientist for the Natlonal Ocean and
Atmospheric  Administration (NOAA) and, currently,
explorer-in-residence at the National Geographic Society,
leader of the Sustainable Seas Expeditions, and active
participant in a long list of policy-making organizations and
marine think tanks, Earle brings a subtle political
perspective that you do not find in many other books on the
subject. Personal involvement is important and she has
plenty of suggestions for each of us to consider. But the
book is peppered with indications as to what is being done
in the decision-making circles, which kept reminding me of
the need for making our elected officials accountable.

“Knowing is the key to caring, and with caring there is hope that
people will be motivated to take positive actions. They might not
care even if they know, but they can’t care if they are unaware.”

The World Is Blue is an extremely accessible book, one
that would provide a conservationist with logical arguments
and reassurance while providing enlightenment and a new
way of thinking for the yet unconverted. This is not a tome
to doom and gloom. Yes, it pulls no punches and lays out
the consequences if we choose not to act, but what makes
this book an uplifting call to arms rather than a scolding is
Earle’s enthusiasm and sense of wonder with the ocean.
It's obvious to the ear at her many speaking engagements
and when | have been fortunate to chat with her one-on-
one — and it comes through loud and clear in The World Is
Blue. This is someone who truly loves the sea and loves
life and knows how they are forever intertwined. A must
read.

HOW QUR Fﬁ.TE AND THE OCEAN'S ARE ONE
[ |
I

SYLVIA A. EARLE

NATIONAL GEQGRAPHIC EXPLORER-IN-RESIDENCE

Newsletter submissions may be e-mailed to:

Don Gordon nod.gordon@rogers.com
All users are required to sign a standard release of liability in order to participate in Club SWODA dive activities.
A copy of the release may be obtained from the executive for your review.



Southwestern Ontario Divers Association — A Not for Profit Corporation

http://iwww.swoda.ca

Museum of Ontario Archaeology

Presents

8th Annual Underwater Heritage Program
“Sir John Franklin - Quest for the Northwest Passage”

Featuring Key Note Presenter
David Charles Woodman,
Mariner, Author & Explorer

Saturday, April 10, 2010

Registration & Refreshments

“What We Do™ Raimund Krob, President On-
tario Linderwater Counc

29 Years of Saving Our Underwater

Brian Prince, President Sawe Ontaric
Shipwrecks

“Franklin's Land Expeditions™
Miggs Momis, Author & Former Anctic Resident

“Arctic Challenges Franklin Faced”
“Royal Navy During The Franklin Era™
Commander John Creber (Retired],
Canadian Forces Mavy

“Why Franklin Failed™
John MacDonald, i

“Underwater Archaeology in Ontano”
Dr. Simon Spooner, Marine Heritage Adwvisor,
Ontario Ministry of Culfure

“Franklin and The Inuit Worldview™
Dawid C. Woodman,

Marning Seminars 8:30am~12:20 pm | Afternoon Seminars 1:30-5:00 pm | Evening Proegram T:00-10:00 pm

“Lake Huron & Georgian Bay —
Wrecks to Dive™
Mar Smith, Dive Instructor

"Lake Erie [Eastern Basin) Mooring
Project™ lan Marshall,
Retired Technical Dive Instructor

"Underwater Archaeology at King-
ston's National Historic Sites™

“POW Projects™ Michael Hill, President,
Presenwe Dur Wrecks

“5 Levels of Diving™ Tom Wilson, Under-
water Photographer & Dive Instricutor

“How To Become An Arctic Explorer
by Accident” Dawid C.Woodman

M -

4 =

Wine and Cheese Reception
& Presentation:
“In Search of Terror —
Shipwreck Hunting
In the Arctic”
Image Show & discussion with
David C. Woodman

“60 Second Pitches™
Raimund Krob, President,
Ontario Undenwater Cowncil
Brian Prince, President

Save Ontario Shi
Michael Hill, President
Presene Our Wrecks
Niz Chalmers, President SWODA
Jim Root, President
London Skin & Scuba

Door Prizes
Silent Auction
Exhibit Displays

Event Tickets:
$10 for morning seminars
%10 for afternoon seminars
515 for evening
wine & cheese presentation
$30 for all events

Limited Tickets Available — Contact the Museum to Reserve:
519-473-1360 museum.of.archaeology@uwo.ca

www.uwo.ca/museum

Museum of Ontario Ar:liae-nlbgy. 1600 Attawandaron Rd., London H&G IMG

Eretms and Terror leaving Enpland for the Arctic

&

- -
e P

Capt. John Franklin, 1845

Map of Franklin's fatefol route 184547
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Roatan Trip—March 2010

One of my favourite dives
was the dawn dive on the
last day. | night so clear
you could see the moon
from 40 feet under, then

watching the sun come up
~ swimming beside a wall, it
was quite spectacular all
around.

Nic Chalmers

Just returned from a dive
week in Roatan, Honduras,
at Fantasy Island, with Mar's
group. As an advanced diver
with only a few dives under
my belt this was truly a
unique experience. Every
dive was my favourite dive.
| saw and learned so much!
The coral reefs are beautiful
and teeming with life. |
became more comfortable
with my gear and buoyancy.
| learned to fin or not to fin
( still a work in progress )
and to be one with my
computer (a love-hate
relationship because | am a
techno moron)

A "Big Thanks" to everyone
on the trip for their patience
and understanding for the
"newbie". | learned from all
of you.

Just a word of warning to
anyone considering a trip
with this group-Beware of

. the dreaded deadly
underwater rubber chicken,
people who suggest tequila
shots (my memory is fuzzy
on that one) and runaway
mopeds!

Thanks again for a great
memory! Janet Stuart
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DIVE M4

SWODA off |
Diving in Brockville _"?-,*. ’

September 10 -12, 2010

Diving in the Brockville area is always great fun.
The water temp is great in September and visibility, withstanding a storm just before we
E‘?, iz some of the best in the great lake diving opportunities.

o will be staying at Caigers Resort, Just west of Brockwville closar to Rockport, right
on the 5t Lawrence River. We will have rooms right on the waters edge, with some
room closer to the pool, great area to BBO and tell stories with broakfast served in the
dinning lounge at 7.30 am each moming. Our boat will bo with "Seaway Charters™;
Captain Kewvin will take us to all our favorite spot to dive. | must say Brodhille is full for
favoritas.

Some wrecks that we have dove in the past are:

Kingshorn- April 27, 1867, the tug Hiram A Walker under Captain Boyd had seven barges
undartow in the American chanmel near Thousand Island Park. She was caught in a siorm lesing
barges on the south shore and 2 barges at Johnston's light opposite the park. With four barges
laiit the W aker headed for Grenadier Island wheare thie Captain of the Kingshormn reporied his craft
loaking badly. Tha W alker headed for Rockport with the injured barge howevear lost her 1/2-mils
from Rockport in 90 fi. of water. Located directly in front of the Customs Office and Andres's
Marina'Rockport Dive Canter at Rockport, this wooden vessal sits in 90 fi. of watar and
unforiunately im the middle of the small boat-shipping channeal.

ALE. Vickery- Built in 1861 and launched July 1861 at Three Mile Bay. NY as =J.B. Penfiald"
and sank August 17, 1889. This wooden three masted schooner (1362 ft. x 26.2 ft. x 10.8 it.) was
renamed A _E. Vickery Feb. 25, 1884 and struck a rock while entering the American "Mamows"
with a cargo of 21,000 bushels of corn destined for Wisars Distillery at Prescott, Ontario. Normally
buoyed and located along side Rock Island Roaf Light, divers can follow the buoy line into a very
quick surfaca curmant cnto the shoal head in 25-30 ft. of water. The bow of the Vickery lies about
10-15 ft. away at a depth of 65.

Henry C Daryaw — Another favorite with a good current at the surface.” The Daryaw went
down in 1941 with tha lose of ona life. Was built in England in 1919 and is 218 ft long, he lias
upside down and has great swim throws/under and at tha end of the dive you could drift back o

the mooring. Keystorm - Built 1810, sank 2 years later. Bow sits in
30ft and stern gats to 110ft and usually has lots of fish
around the wheelhouse and also has greal swim throws.
Thiz site doas have a good current at the surfaca.
Robert Gaskin- Sark in 1889 Triple mashed wooded
barge, 132t long and has lots of swim throws, always a
fun wrack to dive.(We could do this from shore this tima
from our cottages)??

Lillie Parsons — A 19™ century Great Lakes centorboard schooner. Built of white oak and
rigged fore and afi, she is 131 ft long with 500-ton capacity in her 10-ft hold. Sha had in har cargo
hold: coal, lumber, whaat, barley, railway iron and salt, and was sailed by a crew of six men. She
was launched in Soptember from Tonawanda Mew York and on her last voyage, to Brockville;
zha hit a rock and took on water due to the shift of cargo during a squall just off Sparrow Island in
August 1877. (She is a favorite dive site with our group)

The diving around Brockvilla can ba challenging and fun, this area is mosily advanced open water
diving, but the visibility makes the dives seam like down south dives. The 70° s0 this makes the
diving outstanding every year. If you're not sure if you're ready for this type of diving, plaassa talk
o mea.

This is a great SWODA group weekander. Fun is always had.
Don't wait and miss the boat. Book today.
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i Point Traverse 2010

nﬂ;@ With

Dive with Mar - SWODA

Lake Ontario - Picton—Sept 18 and 19th 2010

Approximately four and a half hours east of London, there is a place near Belleville called Prince
Edward County and Point Traverse. This area sports some of the finest shipwreck diving that Eastern
Lake Ontario offers. Our hosts George and Susan provide a spacious tugboat, "Ducks Diver ", an air
station, coltage style accommodation with cooking facilities and some of the most peaceful scenic
landscape in central Ontario. This is one of the best spots to view intact wooden ships from a by gone
era. Some of the wrecks that we dive include the majestic City of Sheyboygan, the beautiful schooner
Katie Eccles, and the huge tug, the Frontenac, Other favorites include the Annie |
the Olive Branch. While these wrecks can be reached from Kingston, they

are much more accessible from Point Traverse.

Visibility in the spring & fall has often been very good. 1 have
seen visibility approximately 100 feet, allowing us to view the
entire 110 foot kength of the Fronfenac at approximately 60

feel. This has been a popular trip and fills up quickly. The trip .
is limited to 12 people. Wreck of the (Nive Branch

A deposit of 5150, will hold your spot. All divers will be

required Lo sign a waiver of liability prior departure from the :;E
dock. So bring you C cards! .

“Thucks Diver™ Tuop at Harbor

Point Traverse offers a window to some of the most pristine wooden sailing vessels in the lower Great
Lakes. It offers attractions to divers of all levels. As well a great place to walk & bird watch~

< LaRbORTARI
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Dive With Mar
Off too diving, in Les Escoumins Que.
September 14-15-16" 2010
EIIII|=Ii Hinerary
Monday Sept 137, # (Car pool From Rockport, with options to dive along
bl ’ St Lawrence Seaway while making our way to Les Escoumins
Arrive in Les Escoumins Rooms & cabin style accommodations(still top be confirmed )
Tuesday Sept 131, ¥ Gat register in the Diva Park
Wednesday & Thursday ¥ Diving Les Escoumins / whale watching
¥ Diving Les Escoumins / Saguenay River / whale watchinmg

Dives- Shore & boat options

¥ Dwing Les Escoumins ! whale watching
2 % Days diving in ¥ Diing Les Escoumins / whale watching
Les Escoumins ¥ Dwing Les Escoumins / Saguenay Biver / whala watching
ipment uired ¥ (due fio the shore enines, you do not want fo be diving big cyiinders or doubdes here)
Erﬂ:a Em.L[“n;q ¥ Full SCUBA gear including light
Full Exposure Suit — Dry suit recommeanded but good fitting wet suit is accapiable .
Extra Wight required for salt water {approximataly 6 lbs)
THIP LOGISTICS September 13™ to September 17th, 2010 inclusive — leaving from Rockpart
ﬂbﬂiﬂg back Friday night to Point Traverses to dive with Duck dive_. to go
g
Unve Level NAUT PADI SO Advanced level or equivalant with your card and log book
NOT Provided in Car Pood fuel is NOT factored info the price of the trip
Les Escoumins Alcoholic beverages or other parsonal items

Air or Nitroo fills
Food — planto buy groceries and prepare our own breakfast and lunch
Car Pool fuel is NOT factored imfo the price of the frip

Farry charges to Escoumins
Entry feas to Musoum & park

VYV YYYYY

Alcoholic hmrnrg?as, eic
138l your deposil money down and get sel for a dive thp that you will not scon Torget]  Also, Tis 1s one of the best spols
in Eastern Canada for spotting whalas! This trip will fill up quickly. Don't miss tha boat!

Phona: home 519-672-3100 coll 519-871-6284
Email: marf@divewithmar.ca

pon Goraon nod.goraon@rogers.com
All users are required to sign a standard release of liability in order to participate in Club SWODA dive activities.
A copy of the release may be obtained from the executive for your review.
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DATE EVENT LOCATION LEVEL CONTACT EMAIL
March 19 SWODA Party 107 Victoria St BYOB Don Gordon Nod.gordon@rogers.com
March 22 Sign-Up Night TBA all Nic Chalmers president@swoda.ca
March 24 Pool Night London YMCA all
April 24-25 North Carolina USA 3 Mar Smith
May 15-16 Season Opener Sherkston all Events Team
June 5-6 Niagara River Ft Erie 2 Mar Smith

Remember: You can always check our website for our most up-to-date Interactive Calendar!
This schedule may change as the season comes closer. If Dive Masters do not get commitment or interest on promoted trips.
This will bring changes to our coming dives and events calendar. Please contact the DM running the trip or event so
we can plan great things for Your Dive Season! Help us help you!

Dive Description Chart

Level Description
Maximum depth 60 feet. No special conditions
2 Maximum depth 90 feet. No special conditions
2 Maximum depth 60 feet. Special conditions such as

strong current or night dive

Maximum depth 130 feet. No special conditions

Maximum depth 90 feet. Special conditions such as
strong current or night dive

4 Overhead environment, (i.e. wreck penetration, ice,
cave or extended range, special gas mixtures,
i.e. Trimix

I Other Non-Club Dives and Events In our Area

THIS CHART WILL BE TO KEEP OUR MEMBERS INFORMED OF OTHER DIVE RELATED EVENTS

DATE EVENT LOCATION CONTACT
10 APRIL SIR JOHN FRANKLIN [ MUSEUM OF ONTARIO AR- DoN McLEoD 519-473-1630
SEARCH FOR THE NW CHAEOLOGYY
PASSAGE LONDON
10 APRIL SOS AGM LONDON CONCURRENT WITH FRANKLIN SYMPOSIUM

OUC—Newsletter—http://www.underwatercouncil.com/news.htm




