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Next Events: Sign-Up Night March 22nd; Pool Night March 24th 

With the dive season still a few months away, you 
you think that the club has been fairly quiet.  This 
couldn't be farther from the truth.  Club members 
have been quite active this winter,  getting their fill 
of warm (and sometimes cold) water diving.  Some 
of us are still washing the salt off our gear from a 
very successful trip to the island of Roatan, 
Honduras.  With beautiful, healthy coral formations, 
and one specatular wall dive after another, I know 
Roatan is an island I will definitely return to.  We 
also had members who decided to try their hand here 
back home, in the St. Clair River at 34oF.  If you told 
us that we were a bit crazy, I don't think I can 
argue.  A pool night in February had an excellent 
turnout, so much so that we will be doing another 
one shortly.  If the dive season matches the pace of 
the diving that's already been going on, then I'd say 
that 2010 is shaping up to be quite the excellent year. 
 
Nic Chalmers, SWODA President 

SWODA Season Opener at Sherkston Shores, May 15 & 16, 2010 

     Our season opener is going to be held at the 
Sherkston Quarry. Most SWODA divers made a 
weekend out of it last year and enjoyed dives in the 
quarry and in Welland Canal on the Saturday. 
The actual opening dive is on the Sunday at 11:00 
but we are hoping you and your family will join us 
for the weekend for some diving, fun and relaxation. 
   Sherkston Shores are reserving Evergreen Village 
so we can all have trailers in close proximity to one 
another ...what awesome trailer trash we will be!!! 
  The Deluxe trailer is available for $249  
  The Standard trailer is available for $229  
  The Economy trailer is available for $209  
This is for Friday to Monday and includes your $10 
quarry fee.  
For those that choose to bring your own trailer, sites 
are available from $85 to $105. 
     Unfortunately the Aquatics Manager has changed 
this year and they no longer have a operating dive 
shop. The Sherkston staff has hired a qualified 
person to be onsite Saturday and Sunday to fill tanks 
as needed.  
    We also will still have use of the barbeque and 
patio for our pot luck barbeque on Sunday. The food 
last year  was yummy and calorie free. Looking 
forward to all the delicious goodness coming our 
way.  Hope to see everyone there and looking 
forward to meeting new members of SWODA. 
Members must make their own reservations by 
calling Sherkston Shores at 1-877-482-3224   
Remember to tell them SWODA sent you so that you 
are with the group.  
 
P.S. If you have any questions, you can call Holly at 
519-200-3946 
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SWODA DIVING ADVENTURES 

Name Position 

Nic Chalmers President 

Mar Smith Vice-President 

Patrick Briscoe Treasurer 

Terry Burr Secretary 

Holly Fisher Director 

Steve Brandow Director 

Craig Brandow Director 

Blake Pite Director 

Cathy Brandow Director 

Volunteer Positions 

Cold enough for you? 

L to R: John Charest, Don Gordon, Nic Chalmers and Terry Burr.  Hardy? Or just Foolhardy? 

Real men dive wet. 

Position Name 

Newsletter Editor 
(And all round good guy) 

Don Gordon 

Web Master Patrick Briscoe 

Events Co-Chairs Cathy Brandow 

 Holly Fisher 

Events Team Steve Brandow 

 Craig Brandow 

 Blake Pite 

 Bob Ste-Croix 

Trip Coordinator Mar Smith 

Trip Team Bob Ste-Croix 

 Jesse Burr 

SWODA Board of Directors 

New Volunteers are always  
welcome! 



Southwestern Ontario Divers Association – A Not for Profit Corporation    
http://www.swoda.ca 

   

Newsletter submissions may be e-mailed to: 
Don Gordon, nod.gordon@rogers.com 

All users are required to sign a standard release of liability in order to participate in Club SWODA dive activities.   
A copy of the release may be obtained from the executive for your review. 



Southwestern Ontario Divers Association – A Not for Profit Corporation    
http://www.swoda.ca 

Newsletter submissions may be e-mailed to: 
Don Gordon nod.gordon@rogers.com 

All users are required to sign a standard release of liability in order to participate in Club SWODA dive activities.   
A copy of the release may be obtained from the executive for your review. 

 

 

Winter Diving in British Columbia 
Don Gordon 

British Columbia’s capital city, Victoria enjoys a 
picturesque setting on Vancouver Island and experiences 
Canada’s most temperate climate making it an ideal 
destination for a winter dive trip. In February mild 
temperatures welcome Cherry blossoms and 
Rhododendrons. Diving is intensely popular here too and 
Victoria boasts at least ten well known shore dives within 
30 minutes of downtown. Add to that several full service 
dive stores, charter operators, clubs and detailed guide 
books and you have a divers’ paradise. 
 I made this trip to visit a non-diving friend and so 
before I went I spent some time on ScubaBoard and 

Facebook and was able to connect with several local 
divers who were gracious and enthusiastic hosts. Tony, a 
naval Petty Officer, said of diving in Victoria, “If you 
aren’t making two dives a week, then you are doing 
something wrong.” The waters about Victoria are now 
known as the Salish Sea, which includes Puget Sound, 
Juan de Fuca Straight and the Straight of Georgia. 
Victoria itself is on the Saanich Peninsula of Vancouver 
Island that is set apart from the rest of the island by 
Saanich Inlet. Our first dive was a glorious wall dive to 
130’ at Willis Point on the inlet. Divers favour the inlet 
because no matter the weather you can almost always 
dive here. We followed this up with a night dive at Saxe 
Point, which is right in the metropolitan area. 
 Ogden Point is billed as Canada’s best shore dive 
and having made a pair of dives there with my buddy 
Michael I am not prepared to dispute the fact. Diving is 
from a long breakwater that makes for easy entry and 

exit. There is ample parking and an on-site dive shop, 
including a restaurant. Sealife is abundant here and the 
water clarity was excellent. The day’s highlight was the 
discovery of the den of a mated pair of Wolf Eels. These 
rich waters are home to a great variety of anemones, 
nudibranchs, crabs and fish, and you will often catch a 
glimpse of marine mammals as well. 
 As great as the shore diving was I wanted to get out 
on the water surrounding the Gulf Islands and so I spent a 
couple of days diving from Chemainus, about an hour 
north of Victoria. My guide and buddy was Peter 
Luckham, owner of 49th Parallel Diving on Thetis Island. 
Peter is responsible for one of the most unique artificial 
reefs to be found anywhere having sunk a Boeing 737 in 
2006 in cooperation with the Artificial Reef Society of 

Plumose Anemone 

Wolf Eels (female in rear) 
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BC. What a privilege it was to dive this site with its 
creator. In just a few short years the aircraft has become 
home to a dazzling array of life including colonies of 
Plumose Anemone and Feather Stars. This YouTube link 
chronicles our dive. 
 Peter must have judged my skills to be up for some 
adventure as on our second day of diving we took his 
small boat out to dive in the Porlier Pass, which is a 
narrow waterway between two islands and as such is 
subject to strong tidal currents. The trick is to dive either 
side of the slack when the tide changes direction from ebb 
to flood. Peter led this with military precision, tide tables 
in hand as we dropped precisely on time. Our first task 
was to further secure the anchor so that we had a boat to 
return to and then away we went. Due to the rushing 
volumes of water this site is super-abundant. At first I 
thought I saw a lot of Brittle Stars on the grey rocks but 

closer examination proved that I could not see any rock at 
all just thousands of stars. The highlight of this dive came 
at the end when we had a rare daylight encounter with a 
Giant Pacific Octopus that expressed an interest in our 
anchor. We were able to spend some time with this lively 
creature until the tide dictated that we leave. 
 This was my first taste of diving in BC and I have 
barely scratched the surface as there are wonderful 
opportunities all over the extensive coast line. I’ll be 
heading back and I would be glad to help set up a trip for 
interested SWODA members. If this has piqued your 
interest let me know. 

Winter Diving in British Columbia 
Don Gordon 

Morning view on the way to dive site! 

Giant Pacific Octopus 

Sunflower Star & Sea Pen 

Sea Lemons mating (Nudibranchs) 
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Dr. Sylvia Earle’s new book declares that conservation is 
promoting the wrong colour 

 In her latest book, The World Is Blue, famed 
oceanographer Dr. Sylvia Earle makes a passionate and 
methodical argument for conserving the world’s oceans – 
not as one more item to be added to an ecological wish list, 
but as an issue that needs to be at the top of that list. The 
oceans need our undivided attention as it is these life-
giving bodies of water that impact, regulate, and govern the 
environmental processes on land and in the air on which 
we depend. 

“Even if you never have a chance to see or touch the ocean, the 
ocean touches you with every breath you take, every drop of 
water you drink, every bite you consume. Everyone, everywhere 
is inextricably connected to and utterly dependent upon the 
existence of the sea.” 

At a time when going “green” is both necessary and trendy, 
Earle takes nothing away from our current terrestrial focus, 
but makes the strong case that the health of the oceans – 
the “blue” that makes up over 80% of the earth’s surface – 
must be of equal, if not primary, concern. Using facts 
gleamed from recognized scientific research and 
anecdotes from personal experience and those of other 
oceanographers, scientists and conservationists, she 
weaves a complex tapestry of interdependent marine 
processes that give us the majority of our air, the source of 
our weather, and the greatest diversity of life on the planet. 
But it is a fabric that is being torn to shreds through our 
historically misplaced belief that the ocean is ours for the 
t a k i n g . 
 
Earle takes you through the current state of the ocean step 
by step. First, she examines the taking of ocean wildlife, 
from mammals to fish to shellfish, and our belief in the 
ocean’s limitless bounty as personified in the concept of 
Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) – which drove much of 
our fishery management policies since the 1930s by 
assuming that a sealife population, when heavily fished, will 
respond with maximum reproductive efficiency, thereby 
producing a surplus that will sustain the population. Great 
plan, but no one remembered to tell the fish, and so, by the 
mid-70’s, MSY was unsustainable as were many 
commercial fisheries as a result. 

From there the book takes the reader through the other 
major issues threatening the seas today. Plastics and their 
consequences on sealife and fundamental chemical 
processes in the ocean; the loss of biodiversity – from 
minute phytoplankton to some of the ocean’s largest 
animals; drilling, mining, and shipping; and the 
controversial topic of today: climate change. 

As a former chief scientist for the National Ocean and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and, currently, 
explorer-in-residence at the National Geographic Society, 
leader of the Sustainable Seas Expeditions, and active 
participant in a long list of policy-making organizations and 
marine think tanks, Earle brings a subtle political 
perspective that you do not find in many other books on the 
subject. Personal involvement is important and she has 
plenty of suggestions for each of us to consider. But the 
book is peppered with indications as to what is being done 
in the decision-making circles, which kept reminding me of 
the need for making our elected officials accountable. 

“Knowing is the key to caring, and with caring there is hope that 
people will be motivated to take positive actions. They might not 
care even if they know, but they can’t care if they are unaware.” 

The World Is Blue is an extremely accessible book, one 
that would provide a conservationist with logical arguments 
and reassurance while providing enlightenment and a new 
way of thinking for the yet unconverted. This is not a tome 
to doom and gloom. Yes, it pulls no punches and lays out 
the consequences if we choose not to act, but what makes 
this book an uplifting call to arms rather than a scolding is 
Earle’s enthusiasm and sense of wonder with the ocean. 
It’s obvious to the ear at her many speaking engagements 
and when I have been fortunate to chat with her one-on-
one – and it comes through loud and clear in The World Is 
Blue. This is someone who truly loves the sea and loves 
life and knows how they are forever intertwined. A must 
read. 

Book Review 
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Roatan Trip—March 2010 

One of my favourite dives 
was the dawn dive on the 
last day.  I night so clear 
you could see the moon 
from 40 feet under, then 
watching the sun come up 
swimming beside a wall, it 
was quite spectacular all 
around. 
 
Nic Chalmers 

Just returned from a dive 
week in Roatan, Honduras, 
at Fantasy Island, with Mar's 
group. As an advanced diver 
with only a few dives under 
my belt this was truly a 
unique experience. Every 
dive was my favourite dive. 
I saw and learned so much! 
The coral reefs are beautiful 
and teeming with life. I 
became more comfortable 
with my gear and buoyancy. 
I learned to fin or not to fin 
( still a work in progress ) 
and to be one with my 
computer (a love-hate 
relationship because I am a 
techno moron) 
A "Big Thanks" to everyone 
on the trip for their patience 
and understanding for the 
"newbie". I learned from all 
of you. 
Just a word of warning to 
anyone considering a trip 
with this group-Beware of 
the dreaded deadly 
underwater rubber chicken, 
people who suggest tequila 
shots (my memory is fuzzy 
on that one) and runaway 
mopeds! 
Thanks again for a great 
memory!      Janet Stuart 
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The Gear Bin 

Member to Member sales of good used equipment. 
Got something to sell? Advertise for Free. Need new 

gear? Keep an eye on this column.  
Vendors: Please inform us of your sales so we can keep 

this column current. 

Next Newsletter : 15 May 2010 
Submissions Welcomed! 
Submit by 10 May  to 

nod.gordon@rogers.com 

Nothing in the gear Bin this issue. 
If you have something to sell please pro-

vides details and images to the Editor in ad-
vance of our next issue 

Pool Night—March 24th 

Need a diving fix? Want to blow off the 
cobwebs? Get ready for a winter trip? Or 
check out some new gear? 
Our popular  Pool Night is back. 
Wednesday,  March 24 at the London 
Downtown YMCA 382 Waterloo Street. 
 
IMPORTANT DETAILS—Please read 
carefully. 
 
The door from the parking lot into the 
pool is only open for a brief window at 
7:30. If you miss it you will have to lug 
your gear through the whole “Y”. 
 
Free parking is available. Enter from 
Waterloo St and try and make your way 
to the lower level near to the exit ramp. 
The pool door is here and it will be open 
briefly at 7:30 and then again when we 
leave at 10. Pool time will be 8 until 10. 
Cost is $5 per participant. 

Join Us On Facebook 

It has been long overdue... SWODA now has a Facebook group! Join us 
by clicking here and keep in touch with fellow SWODA members, past and 
present--sharing your pictures, videos, and memories. Non members 
interested in the club are also more than welcome to join! An included 
feature of the group is an RSS feed of our website updates. Each time 
story is posted on our site's blog, a copy will be added to the Facebook 
group so you can stay up-to-date with club activities. Just another way 
we're keeping divers in touch! 
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THIS CHART WILL BE TO KEEP OUR MEMBERS INFORMED OF OTHER DIVE RELATED EVENTS 

DATE  EVENT LOCATION CONTACT 

10 APRIL SIR JOHN FRANKLIN 
SEARCH FOR THE NW 

PASSAGE 

MUSEUM OF ONTARIO AR-

CHAEOLOGYY 
LONDON 

DON MCLEOD 519-473-1630 

10 APRIL SOS AGM LONDON CONCURRENT WITH FRANKLIN SYMPOSIUM 

OUC—Newsletter—http://www.underwatercouncil.com/news.htm  

DATE  EVENT LOCATION LEVEL CONTACT EMAIL 

March 22 Sign-Up Night TBA all Nic Chalmers president@swoda.ca 

May 15-16 Season Opener Sherkston all Events Team  

June 5-6 Niagara River Ft Erie 2 Mar Smith  

      

      

Remember: You can always check our website for our most up-to-date Interactive Calendar! 
This schedule may change as the season comes closer. If Dive Masters do not get commitment or interest   on promoted trips. 

 This will bring changes to our coming dives and events calendar. Please contact the DM running the trip or event so 
 we can plan great things for Your Dive Season!  Help us help you! 

March 24 Pool Night London YMCA all   

April 24-25 North Carolina USA 3 Mar Smith  

March 19 SWODA Party 107 Victoria St BYOB Don Gordon Nod.gordon@rogers.com 

Other Non-Club Dives and Events In our Area 

SWODA Dives and Events Schedule  - 2010 

Level Description 

1 Maximum depth 60 feet.  No special conditions 

2 Maximum depth 90 feet.  No special conditions 

2 Maximum depth 60 feet.  Special conditions such as 
strong current or night dive 

3 Maximum depth 130 feet.  No special conditions 

3 Maximum depth 90 feet.  Special conditions such as 
strong current or night dive 

4 Overhead environment, (i.e. wreck penetration, ice, 
cave or extended range, special gas mixtures,  
i.e. Trimix 

Dive Description Chart 

Next Event: 
Pool Night March 24th 


